
 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
December 12, 2024 
 
 
Members attending in person:  R. Brantley Ivey, Michael S. Hash, Tracy A. Anderson, 
Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson and Mitchell D. Cornett. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Stephen A. Boyer, Mitchell L. Smith, and Linda C. Osborne 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to amend the agenda to include in board 
appointments Todd Cannaday from the EDA and adding resignation from Philip Vaughan 
from the Planning Commission and add under new business a Resolution for Grievance 
Procedure (Mr. Boyer noted this is for a USDA grant and this is an internal grievance 
procedure based on the Rehabilitation Act) which includes consent agenda items of 
regular meeting minutes of November 14, 2024; November bills & payroll; unanticipated 
revenue/budget amendments/transfer and personnel policy; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
A public hearing to receive public comments and consider input regarding the draft 
Comprehensive Plan in accordance with §15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia.  The 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments repeal & replace the adopted 2018 Comprehensive 
Plan in its entirety.  Content, maps, goals, objectives, and strategies for all chapters have 
been revised and/or replaced entirely to address updated data and priorities identified 
through research and with the Code of Virginia.  Updates to the Comprehensive Plan also 

https://graysoncountyva-my.sharepoint.com/personal/losborne_graysoncountyva_gov/Documents/Desktop/BoS%2012-12-24/Comp%20Plan%20Synopisis-Draft%20Comp%20Plan.pdf
https://graysoncountyva-my.sharepoint.com/personal/losborne_graysoncountyva_gov/Documents/Desktop/BoS%2012-12-24/Comp%20Plan%20Synopisis-Draft%20Comp%20Plan.pdf


include adding the Grayson County Parks and Recreation Master Plan and a 
Comprehensive Plan Implementation Matrix. Mrs. Jada Black, Director of Planning & 
Zoning addressed the Board and noted the Planning Commission has competed its 
review and revisions of the Draft 2024 Comprehensive Plan (on file in Planning & Zoning 
Office), as required by Virginia state law Section 15.2-2230, which requires that a review 
be completed every five years to determine whether amendments are advisable – the 
Planning Commission worked on this draft for a little over a year to refine current data 
and update each chapter – the Panning Commission believes the revisions address the 
community’s needs and align with the vision for the county’s future development – this is 
a review/update, not a rewrite – Supervisor Ivey thanked the Planning Commission for all 
their hard work. Supervisor Hash made the motion to close public hearing; duly seconded 
by Supervisor Anderson. Motion carried 5-0.  Supervisor Cornett made the motion to 
table the Comprehensive Plan to the following meeting; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Hash.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
- Resolution – Adopting the Comprehensive Plan, Addendums, and 

Implementation Matrix – tabled to following meeting. 
 
A public hearing to receive public comments regarding text amendment to the Grayson 
County Subdivision Ordinance concerning the regulation of Cemeteries as authorized by 
§15.2-2285 of the Code of Virginia. Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public 
hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 5-0. Mrs. Black noted 
the Planning Commission requests the Board’s consideration of amending the county 
subdivision ordinance to more comprehensively address the issue of family cemeteries – 
the subdivision ordinance doesn’t sufficiently address the development, preservation, 
and protection of family cemeteries that are often located on private properties – many 
families in our area have cemeteries on their land that have been passed down through 
generations, holding significant cultural, historical and emotional value – the Planning 
Department continues to receive calls from families wanting to establish family 
cemeteries – currently there is no guidance- this is for new cemeteries going forward 
(does not include post) – the Planning Commission has created language for 
consideration to exempt family cemeteries as a single division, additionally providing 
guidance for newly created family cemeteries to have a 30’ right of way from a state-
maintained road, the cemetery is named and recorded in the clerk’s office for public 
record – Planning Commission held a public hearing on November 19th, unanimously 
passing a resolution for the Board’s consideration to amend the subdivision ordinance 
to allow for family cemeteries. Mrs. Black also noted that the Ordinance has been vetted 
by the County Attorney.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to close the public hearing; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 5-0.  
 

- Ordinance – To Amend Article 6, Section 6-3 of the Grayson County Subdivision 
Ordinance to Allow Family Cemeteries As A Permitted Single Division – 
Supervisor Hash made a motion to adopt the Ordinance (listed below) as 
presented by the Planning Commission; duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson. 



Reading of the ordinance was waived.  Roll call vote as follows:  Tracy A. 
Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary E. 
Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye.  

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
A public hearing to receive public comments regarding text amendments to the Grayson 
County Zoning Ordinance concerning the regulation of newly developed Campgrounds 
and RV parks as authorized by §15.2-2285 of the Code of Virginia. Supervisor Hash made 
the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion 
carried 5-0. Mrs. Black noted that the Planning Commission realized there is not enough 
information in the Zoning Ordinance to be able to justify a campground – Planning 
Commission recommends minimum requirements for site plan, acreage, density 
standards, primary road access, property management and sanitary requirements 
(which goes back to the Virginia Department of Health for health safety) – this proposed 
ordinance has been vetted by the County Attorney – language is directly out of the 
Virginia State Code – this is for newly developed camp grounds  - plans will now need to 
be completed on a plat that the Planning Commission can review and then pass along to 
the Board.  No one signed up to speak but Mr. Boyer did read a letter (on file in County 
Administrator’s Office) from Diana Goodwin that was sent in via email.  Supervisor Hash 
made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by Supervisor Cornett.  
Motion carried 5-0.   
 
Ordinance – To Amend the Zoning Ordinance of Grayson County To Adopt Regulations 
For Campground(s) and RV Parks (listed below) - Supervisor Cornett made the motion to 
approve; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Discussion took place.  Roll call vote as 



follows: Tracy A. Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary 
E. Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
IN RE:  PRESENTATIONS OR REQUESTS 
 
Mrs. Sandy Venzie, WGRL Board Trustee and Mrs. Susan Mitchell addressed the Board 
and introduced Amy Adams as the new Wythe-Grayson Regional Library Director – Ms. 
Adams is from Clarksburg, WV.  
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Budget Calendar (listed below) 
 
Supervisor Ivey noted that the public hearing for the budget would be held at a regular 
board meeting and not at a budget work session. 
 

 
 



 
 

- Board Appointments 
 

 

 
 



 
 
Supervisor Hash noted at this time he does not have a recommendation at this time for 
the Providence position for EDA (Chris Butler) or Planning Commission (Philip Vaughan). 
Supervisor Anderson noted that Roger Rose is interested in the appointment for EDA in 
the Elk Creek district.  Supervisor Anderson stated the appointment for Charlie Ward on 
the Planning Commission will expire at the end of the month and noted that Mr. Ward 
wishes to continue to serve.  Supervisor Anderson made the motion to reappoint Charlie 
Ward to the Planning Commission for another term; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Cornett.  Motion carried 4-1 with Supervisor Tomlinson abstaining.  All other 
appointments will be looked at in the January meeting. 
 

- Resolution – Blue Ridge Rising along the Blue Ridge Parkway 
 
Mr. Boyer explained they are recruiting community members; working to secure a 
grant; talking with foundations to help match the ARC grant and also working with state 
and commonwealth legislators and the governor’s administration to explore state-level 
funds to serve as part of the match – Supervisor Hash noted that a couple years ago a 
coalition was formed between different counties and the Blue Ridge Pkwy.  Supervisor 
Cornett made the motion to approve both resolutions (Blue Ridge Rising along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway and the resolution adopting an Internal Grievance Procedure 
Implementing Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973); duly seconded by 
Supervisor Anderson.  Roll call vote as follows: Tracy A. Anderson – aye; Michael S. Hash 
– aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – 
aye. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

- Resolution – Adopting an Internal Grievance Procedure Implementing Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

- Public Works Convenience Center 
 
Mr. Boyer noted that discussions regarding the convenience center has taken place over 
the past six (6) months – public works department is running in a deficit and the 
convenience center costs approximately $55,000/year – the Town of Independence has 
made the decision to no longer use Grayson County Public Works and effective January 
2025 they will be using GFL which is a loss of approximately $79,000 – not sure if town 
residents will sign up for GFL or use the convenience center – if they use the 
convenience center, we don’t know what the increase to the county will be.  Supervisor 
Hash made the motion to do away with the convenience center effective January 1, 
2025; duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  Discussion among the Board took place 



which included: monitor center; increase number of bags (would require an ordinance 
change); increase in operation cost to place convenience centers in different areas; 
service used by Independence area, not entire county; owe citizens to cut cost; 
potentially increase number of bags to make more equal to entire county; dumpsters in 
each district; need to think about long term and in favor of looking at other options.  
After discussion, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Stephen A. Boyer gave the following report: 
 Louisville Lane Update: currently ahead o schedule and on budget; main line 

completion by 12-20-24; expect fill/test late December & start connections in 
January; Danny Smith resuming inspections beginning 12/17/24 

 Wellspring – donation of $28,000 for each emergency organization has been 
mailed out 

 Playground (interactive) – met today; will meet sales rep and planning team in 
January 

 Met with Jim Werth of Tri-Area Health and Kelly Wilmore, GC School 
Superintendent – Mr. Werth has offered to put a PA and mental health 
counselor in the school 

 Mr. Werth met with our EDA and has verbally received the go ahead to establish 
a site and pharmacy in Independence; closing the EC telehealth office due to lack 
of usage 

 Attended grand opening for the Recovery Hub in Galax – vision of Vicky Novac 
and Emily Carrico 

 Debris cleanup is going well 
 Revealed county website – should go live end of January 2025 
 Commissioner of Revenue had to purchase new software as previous software is 

no longer supported - $80K – this will allow us to marry up the tax tickets with 
our GIS system 

 AEP has hired 20 people in Grayson County at $17/hr to help work from home as 
part of the remote call center so the middle mile fiber along with Gigabeam has 
created an influx of jobs in that industry 

 Grayson County football team will play Essex on Saturday for the Championship. 
 Wished everyone a Merry Christmas 

 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
As presented 
 
 
 
 



IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKERS AND PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

- Clair Richards of Rock Creek Rd/Independence spoke regarding Rock Creek Rd 
noting they were told the road would be widened but it was taken off the plan – 
the hurricane destroyed the culvert at the 4-way (Rock Creek Rd, Silver Hill Rd, 
Mystic View Ln) – also noted that when the quarry was approved, trucks are not 
supposed to turn left traveling that road and it has made it much worse due to 
the heavy trucks – 13 residents have to use this road for travel – road is narrow 
and state police has told them they can’t legally back up – asking the Board to do 
something to help 

- Carl Richards of Rock Creek Rd/Independence spoke regarding Rock Creek Rd 
and noted the road needs to be fixed so you can at least pass another vehicle – 
trucks are not supposed to make a left turn onto the road but they are – road is 
muddy all the with heavy traffic – requesting road be worked on and for a new 
culvert. 

 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to go into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 12th day of December 2024, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  Tracy A. Anderson – I so certify; Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Mitchell D. 



Cornett– I so certify; Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson – I so certify; R. Brantley Ivey – I so 
certify. 
 
 
 
IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor 
Tomlinson.   Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
R. Brantley Ivey 
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