
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Grayson County Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting 
October 10, 2024 
 
 
Members attending in person:  R. Brantley Ivey, Michael S. Hash, Mary Dickenson 
Tomlinson and Mitchell D. Cornett. Tracy A. Anderson was unable to attend due to a 
family emergency. 
 
Staff attending in person:  Stephen A. Boyer, Mitchell L. Smith, and Linda C. Osborne 
 

IN RE:  OPENING BUSINESS 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to approve the agenda/consent agenda which 
includes regular meeting minutes of September 12, 2024; bills & payroll for September 



2024 and Grayson County Public Schools second quarter request; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
 
 A public hearing to receive public comment(s) to consider text amendments 

regarding added changes to the Grayson County Solid Waste Ordinance relating 
to the addition of an appeals process for residential home/structures and River 
Parcels.  

Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 4-0. Mr. Boyer noted that the appeals process is 
not listed in our ordinance and to add it, a public hearing is required – it’s listed as 
Section X in the ordinance 

- Barry Branscome of Soapstone Rd/Galax/VA – signed up to speak but not sure if 
he needed to or not – wasn’t sure what was going to be discussed 

- Susan Bennette of Cherry Ln Rd/Glade Valley/NC – owns property on the river, 
consider appeals & waiver process, takes own trash with them, cost to county to 
clean up 

- Hank Duncan of Haunted Branch Rd of North Wilkesboro/NC – has health issues, 
no family to help with the cleanup, having property destruction/looters, need to 
place dumpster at river lots to help with cleanup 

Supervisor Hash made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Cornett.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Hash made the motion to adopt the 
amendment; duly seconded by Supervisor Cornett (listed below).  Discussion took place 
and Supervisor Cornett suggested amending the appeals process to include disaster 
damage to the river lots and residential property.  Supervisor Ivey noted an appeals 
process is needed – would like to suspend trash fees for the entire county but that’s 
$1.8M and the county can’t afford that. Motion carried by roll call vote as follows:  
Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. 
Brantley Ivey – aye. 

 
AN ORDINANCE  

OF GRAYSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA  
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL & COLLECTION ORDINANCE 

COUNTY OF GRAYSON  
An ordinance providing for the health and welfare of the County of Grayson by 
regulating the storage, collection, and disposal of solid waste, the governing of solid 
waste collectors, and providing penalties for the violation thereof.  
The County of Grayson hereby ordains as follows: 

Section I  
Short Title:  This ordinance shall be known as the “Solid Waste Collection and Disposal 
Ordinance” of Grayson County, Virginia. 

Section II 
Definitions: 



 
A. The term “garbage” shall mean all animal and vegetable wastes resulting 

from the handling, preparation, cooking or consumption of foods. 
B. The term “ashes” shall mean the residue resulting from the burning of wood, 

coal, coke, or other combustible materials. 
C. The term “rubbish” shall include glass, metal, paper, plant growth, wood, or 

non-decaying solid wastes. 
D. The term “solid waste” shall mean all refuse, except body wastes, and shall 

include garbage, ashes, and rubbish. 
E. The term “disposal” shall include the storage, collection, disposal, or 

handling of refuse. 
F. The term “person” shall include any natural person, association, partnership, 

firm, or corporation. 
G. The term “premises” shall mean land, building, or other structure, vehicle, 

watercraft, or parts thereof upon or in which refuse is stored. 
H. “Responsible Authority” shall mean the legally designated authority of the 

County of Grayson who shall be authorized and directed to implement and 
enforce the provisions of this ordinance, or his authorized representative. 

I. The term “door-to-door” shall be construed as the entrance drive of 
Residential Units. 

J. The term “public road” shall mean each road in the county which has been 
designated a road number by the State Highway Department. 

K. “Other” – The singular shall include the plural and the masculine shall 
include the feminine and the neuter. 

L. The term “Residential Unit” shall mean a group of rooms located within a 
building and forming a single inhabitable unit with facilities which are used or 
are intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking, and eating. 

M. The term “Multiple Residential Unit” shall include: town houses, 
condominiums, apartment complexes, and manufactured home parks 
consisting of four or more Residential Units. 

N. The term “Recreational Vehicle – Temporary Unit” shall mean a vehicle 
which is built on a single chassis, is 400 square feet or less when measured at 
the largest horizontal projection, is designed to be self propelled or 
permanently towable by a light-duty truck, and is designed primarily not for 
use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational 
camping, travel, or seasonal use that is present on January 1st, of that tax 
year on any parcel zoned as Shoreline Recreation. 

O. The term “Recreational Vehicle –Permanent Unit” shall mean a vehicle 
which is built on a single chassis, is 400 square feet or less when measured at 
the largest horizontal projection, is designed to be self propelled or 
permanently towable by a light-duty truck, and is designed primarily not for 
use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational 
camping, travel, or seasonal use and meets the permit requirement for 



placement and elevation and anchoring requirements for manufactured 
homes as stated in the Uniform Statewide Building Code. 

P. The term “Recreational River Parcel” is a specific tract of land adjacent to or 
including a river that is primarily designated or used for recreational purposes.  This 
term includes any parcel having river frontage that is not considered residential or 
any existing shoreline recreation zoned district or any parcels created for river usage 
to include existing and future parcels.  Contiguous parcels with one owner will be 
counted as one parcel for solid waste collection services. 

Section III 
A. Preparation of refuse: 

1. All refuse shall be drained free of excess liquids before disposal 
2. All refuse shall be placed in an approved container. 
3. All garbage shall be placed securely in paper or plastic bags or boxed 

prior to placing in approved container. 
4. Rubbish to include tree trimmings must be cut into lengths of 12 

inches or less if more than 1 inch in diameter and shall not exceed 3 
inches in diameter.  All trimmings must be placed in designated 
container. 

B. Solid Waste Containers: 
1. All containers shall be: 

a. Constructed of galvanized metal or plastic and shall have 
fitted lids  

b. Heavy strength plastic garbage bags, securely tied 
2. No container shall be larger than 32 gallons nor exceed 40 pounds 

when filled with refuse. 
3. All containers and container storage bins must be kept clean and free 

of refuse build-up. 
4. The unloading side of all container storage bins cannot exceed a 

height of 32” from ground level. 
C. Storage of Refuse: 

1. Each householder or person having solid waste must keep such solid 
waste within approved containers. 

Section IV 
A. Collection: 

1. Refuse containers shall for the purpose of collection, be placed at 
ground level, and be readily accessible to the collector. 

2. Refuse containers shall be placed at entrance drive to a Residential 
Unit or that of the Recreational Vehicle Unit, and shall be placed 3 to 
4 feet from edge of public road. 

3. A maximum of four (4) 32 gallon/40 pound refuse containers shall be 
collected from any single residence per collection period. 

B. Collection Frequency: 
1. Refuse collection shall be provided once a week for residential 

collection, except on days when the weather doesn’t permit and on 



holidays which are declared to be, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 

2. On such days when the collection route cannot be run according to 
Section IV, B-1, the collection route(s) missed that week will be made 
on the regularly scheduled pick-up date the following week. 

3. Motels, restaurants, institutions, and commercial establishments may 
require more frequent collection, if determined by the governing 
body or the Health Department to be essential to protect the health 
of the public.  Sanitary storage of refuse may be required. 

C. Contractor: 
1. The county may contract with a contractor for the collection and 

disposal of solid waste. 
2. The contractor will be governed by this ordinance and the actual 

contract entered into by the County of Grayson and the contractor 
attached hereto. 

D. Collection Equipment: 
1. All vehicles used for collection of refuse shall be equipped with closed 

typed bodies or shall have enclosed cargo space. 
2. It is unlawful to collect, haul, transport, or convey refuse in open 

unenclosed vehicles except from one’s own residence to the 
approved sanitary landfill. 

Section V 
A. The following refuse shall be considered to be not acceptable for collection 

or disposal by the County of Grayson: 
1. Dangerous materials or substances, such as poison, acid, caustics, 

infected materials, and explosives. 
2. Unusual quantities or materials resulting from the repair, excavation, 

or construction of buildings or structures such as: earth, plastic, 
mortar, and roofing material.  Maximum of 32 gallons or 40 pounds 
will be allowed per week in an approved container. 

3. Materials which have not been prepared for collection in accordance 
with the regulations in Section IV (A). 

4. Unusual quantities of solid waste resulting from industrial processes 
or agricultural processes, except upon negotiated arrangements with 
the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 

5. Any material which may be declared not acceptable by the Grayson 
County Board of Supervisors. 
Section VI 

A. Disposing of Refuse: 
1. It shall be unlawful to dump, destroy, or otherwise dispose of solid 

waste within the jurisdictional limits of the County of Grayson except 
at County approved sanitary landfill. 

2. Other methods of disposal must be approved by the Virginia State 
Health Department. 



3. State/County Burning Laws will remain in effect. 
 

B. Littering is unlawful in the following areas: 
1. Roadsides – State and County roads or rights of way. 
2. Public Property – Federal, State, or County owned property. 
3. Private Property – It will be the responsibility of the owner or the 

occupant of any premises within Grayson County for sanitary 
conditions of the premises occupied by him. It will be unlawful for any 
person to place, deposit, or allow to be placed or deposited on his 
premises any solid waste, except as designated by the terms of this 
ordinance. 

4. Any person seen disposing of refuse or who can be linked to the 
disposing of refuse on any of the premises stated in Section VI will be 
prosecuted in accordance with Section IX of this ordinance. 

Section VII 
A. All owners of Residential Units as defined in Section II.L., all owners of 

Multiple Residential Units as defined in Section II.M. and all parcel owners in 
which the Recreational Vehicle Units as defined in Sections II.N .and O. rests,  
must subscribe to collection services as offered by Grayson County and any 
commercial establishment may subscribe after negotiated arrangements 
with contractor in accordance with Section VIII (A-2). 

B. Services to be offered are: 
1. Door-to-door service for each Residential Unit, Multiple Residential 

Unit and Recreational Vehicle Units of Grayson County in accordance 
with Section IV (A-2).  

2. A Multiple Residential Unit of four or more Residential Units shall 
have bin service. The size and/or number of required bins shall be 
based on the number of Residential Units as per the Fee Schedule.  

3. Service will be provided at the sanitary landfill to all towns and 
commercial establishments providing that they transport their own 
refuse or contract for the transportation and pay a nominal sanitary 
landfill fee payable to Grayson County. 

4. Service will be provided at the sanitary landfill to all residents of 
Grayson County who hauls his own refuse except for those items not 

authorized for collection in Section V. 
Section VIII 

A. Payment for Services: 
1. Each owner of a Residential Unit, Multiple Residential Units, 

Recreational River Parcels, and the parcel owner in which the 
Recreational Vehicle Units rest, shall pay based on a collection fee 
schedule as adopted by the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. 
Payment shall be made to the Grayson County Treasurer’s Office. 

2. Unit Owners qualifying for Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief and Disabled 
Veteran Relief, as determined by the Commissioner of Revenue, will 



not be subject to payment for services as prescribed in this Section 
and shall not pay a fee for residential solid waste collection.  All other 
provisions of this Ordinance shall apply 

3. Participating industry and commercial establishments shall, under 
contract with Grayson County, pay based on a collection fee schedule 
as adopted by the Grayson County Board of Supervisors. Payment 
shall be made to the Grayson County Treasurer’s Office. 

4. The Grayson County Treasurer shall be responsible for collection of 
payment for services pursuant to Section VIII of the Ordinance and 

may utilize all appropriate collection remedies. 
Section IX 

A. Penalties: 
 
1. Any person, firm or corporation violating the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall be guilty of a Class II Misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof, may be fined not less than the amount provided 
in the Code of Virginia for Class II Misdemeanors at the time of 
conviction.  Each day may be considered a separate offense for 
ongoing violations.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, violations of 
Sections V, VII and VIII of this Ordinance shall not constitute a 
misdemeanor but shall be handled administratively, including but not 
limited to discontinuance of service, and institution of civil collection 
proceedings for collection of unpaid service fees.  

2. Enforcement of this ordinance is the responsibility of the Grayson 
County Treasurer’s Office in conjunction with the Grayson County 
Sheriff’s Department, town police in Grayson County, and the 
Grayson County Health Department.  Citations should be issued to 
violators of this ordinance by the above-mentioned agencies. 

3. Non-payment of a participating commercial establishment may 
constitute removal of any county provided bin or container.  When 
removal of such bin or container has resulted, a charge of $50.00 
(fifty dollar) will be required to reinstate the account and return the 
bin or container to the location.  A charge of $100.00 (one hundred 
dollars) to reinstate the account and return the bin or container to 
the location will be required for each occurrence thereafter. 

SECTION X 
A.                Appeals: 

1. Any person wishing to appeal the charge for residential 
homes/structures and River Parcels to include disaster damage must 
complete an appeals form which may be obtained from the Grayson 
County Administration Office. 

 
 
 



     
 By:__________________________________ 

                      R. Brantley Ivey, Chair 
      Grayson County Board of Supervisors     
        
Attest:        
                         Stephen A. Boyer, Clerk 
              Grayson County Board of Supervisors 

CERTIFICATE OF VOTES 
 The record of the roll-call vote by the members of the Grayson County Board of 
Supervisors on the foregoing amended Ordinance, duly adopted upon a roll-call vote at 
a public meeting held on October 10, 2024, as follows: 
 

Adopted:  June 25, 2009  
Revised:  June 14, 2012 
Revised:  September 12, 2024 
Revised:  October 10, 2024 
 
 A public hearing to receive public comment(s) regarding the disposal by sale or 

lease of a portion of Tax Map #73A7-A-5 of the County of Grayson (listed below). 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 4-0. Mr. Boyer noted there is a piece of land just 
off our Public Works property and this is the initial step to move forward. 

- No one signed up to speak 
Supervisor Tomlinson made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Cornett.  Roll call vote as follows:  Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett 
– aye; Mary Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 

 

Name Aye Nay Abstain Absent 
R. Brantley Ivey     
Michael S. Hash     
Tracy A. Anderson     
Mary E. Dickenson Tomlinson     
Mitchell D. Cornett     



 A public hearing to receive public comment(s) pertaining to the possible 
disposition of the former Flat Ridge Elementary School to Flat Ridge Community 
Center and Recreational Park, Inc. pursuant to Virginia Code §15.2-1800. 

Supervisor Hash made the motion to open the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 4-0. Mr. Boyer noted that the county is moving 
forward with moving the Flatridge School to Flatridge Community Center – in order to 
do that the county has to terminate the current agreement, deed of gift and then the 
lease of polling place (to lease the space back for the election polls).  Once approved, 
then we can move forward. 

- No one signed up to speak 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to close the public hearing; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 4-0.  Supervisor Cornett made the motion to 
approve the termination of the agreement, sign deed of gift and lease of polling place; 
duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson (listed below).  Roll call vote as follows: Michael 
S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley 
Ivey – aye. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
IN RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Stephen A. Boyer gave the following report: 

- AEP Info - 80% of county is served from the Woodlawn Center and 20% from the 
Glade Spring Center – 100% of county was affected by the storm – 200 crews 
were in the county with approximately 800-900 working in the county – 50 tree 
crews per day – 160 broken polls with several being replaced by helicopter – AEP 
done an outstanding job 

- Storm occurred on Wed 09-25-24 continuing through Fri 09-27-24 
- Discussed local declaration on afternoon of 09-26-24.  No significant damage 

reports at that time.  
- Established 24-hour EOC operations at Independence Volunteer Fire Department 

at 0700 on 09-27-24 with Phillip Adams operating as Incident Command  
- Incident Management Team resources were requested from VDEM to assist EOC 

operations. Four personnel arrived on afternoon of 09-27-24 with IMT personnel 
continuing to operate until 09-30-24 when they were reassigned to the Regional 
Coordination Center in Abingdon. 

- Declared Local State of Emergency at 0939 on Friday 09-27-24. 
- Established seven points of distribution throughout the county providing food, 

bottled water and donated disaster relief supplies by 0900 on 09-30-24.    



Continued operating sites through afternoon of 10-04-24.  Established site at 60 
Corporate Lane on 10-09-24 with shutdown anticipated on 10-10-24. 

- Coordinated hot meals in numerous sites over the period of the response 
through 10-09-24.   

- Assisted in coordinating numerous loads of donated supplies throughout POD 
sites and volunteer sites throughout the county through 10-09-24.  Began 
declining donations on 10-07-24 due to lack of identified needs. 

- Shifted EOC to GATE Center on 10-07-24.  EOC continues to operate between 
0800 - 2000, shifting to Duty Chief nights and weekends. 

- Two minor injuries directly related to storm were transported for treatment.   
- One fatality related to storm occurred 
- Specific Challenges met during response: 
- Personnel – initial response from the county was effectively five people 

Phillip/Megan/Paul myself plus Ernest in IT all the Sheriff’s office. The Sheriff’s 
office brought every available resource they had. Also, DSS brought two people 
to the EOC.  (AEP 1000 and we had 20) 

- Complete communication failure via landline, internet and cell phone service. 
o Established StarLink internet at EOC 
o Two portable radio caches established at EOC 
o Established Central Communications (dispatching) at EOC for all storm 

related responses 
o Acquired and set up StarLink internet at Courthouse, GCSO, Troutdale 

Fire/Rescue & Mount Rogers Fire/Rescue 
- Complete county-wide loss of electrical power 

o Shifted to generator operations for EOC and all fire/rescue stations 
throughout county 

o Established a working list of citizens dependent on oxygen concentrators 
and refrigerated medications 
 Completed two emergency oxygen orders from supplier 
 Began distributing oxygen cylinders to oxygen dependent citizens 

with rechecks every 6 - 8 hours 
 Coordinated with Mount Rogers Health District to provide 

emergency medications 
 Began distributing generators to identified medical needs as they 

became available 
o Distributed bottled water for citizens on private well systems  
o Began contracting for fuel to all emergency radio tower sites to maintain 

continuity provided by battery back-up systems 
o Began contracted for fuel to all fire/rescue stations to support continued 

generator operations 
o Provided generator support to replace failed generator on Pond 

Mountain tower site. 
 



- Loss of power to Troutdale, Grant, Fries, Independence, Oldtown, and Fairview 
water systems 

o As water tanks met minimum levels in Fries, Oldtown and Fairview, 
boiling water notices were issued and bottled water distribution occurred 
throughout the county as noted above 

o Independence, Troutdale and Grant systems never got below minimums, 
allowing drinking water to continue for those customers.  Water 
conservations efforts were initiated including stopping showers at 
distribution site in Grayson Highlands School. 

o Requested trailer-mounted 250KW generator through VDEM to support 
Fries water plant.  Generator arrived at same time power was restored to 
water plant 

- Over 90% of roads impassable 
o Began mapping of all county roads for access by emergency vehicles 

 Reconciled list daily against VDOT list of closures 
o Coordinated chainsaw crews from Department of Forestry and 

Department of Corrections to begin clearing roads beginning morning of 
09-28-24 (Donnie) Ralph Norris 

o Volunteer fire/rescue personnel assisted clearing routes in their primary 
response areas 

o Priority for chainsaw crews was primary roads, fire/rescue access, 
communications sites, known citizens with medical conditions 
 Chainsaw crews continued to operate under EOC direction until 

10-09-24 
 All roads cleared of downed trees by 10-02-24 unless complicated 

by power lines 
o Door-to-Door welfare checks by volunteer Fire Departments and Rescue 

Squad personnel, Virginia Department of Corrections personnel and 
GCSO personnel. 
 Condition reports forwarded to EOC for damage documentation 

and tracking needs of citizens 
 Over 90% of residences in county were directly checked by 

fire/rescue/LE resources by 10-06-24 
- Note regarding responder support during operations to date: 

 The magnitude of the event balanced against the number of staff 
personnel is unpresented for me.  Every emergency service and 
law enforcement organization in the county stood up providing 
staffing and helping to coordinate response and recovery efforts.  
Many other members of the community also stepped up to take 
care of citizens in their communities. 

 Some of the agencies are, in no particular order: 
o Fries Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad 
o Baywood Search and Rescue 
o Independence Volunteer Rescue Squad 



o Independence Volunteer Fire Department (Gary Hash) 
silent consistent leadership  

o Elk Creek Volunteer Rescue Squad 
o Elk Creek Volunteer Fire Department (Brian) 
o Rugby Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad 
o Troutdale Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad 
o Mount Rogers Volunteer Fire Department & Rescue Squad 
o Grayson County Sheriff’s Office 
o Independence Police Department (Matthew) 
o Virginia State Police 
o Town of Independence 
o GC Department of Social Services (Crystal Cureton) 
o Virginia Department of Corrections (River North 

Correctional Center) (Warden) 
o Virginia Department of Transportation (15 hours a day 

straight) 
o Virginia Department of Forestry 
o Virginia Department of Emergency Management 
o Virginia Department of Health 
o Virginia Department of Fire Programs 
o Southwest Virginia Incident Management Team 
o National Capitol Region Incident Management Team 
o Central Virginia Incident Management Team 
o Food Independence Food Bank 
o Federal Emergency Management Agency 
o Many, many volunteers across the state 

- VIP Tours – Governor Younkin, Morgan Griffith (twice) Jed Arnold (twice) VA 
Attorney General, Senator Tim Kaine, Senator Mark Warner, Matt Lohr VA 
Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary of Public Safety Terrance Cole, Sec Of 
Transportation Shep Miller and Lt. Gov Winsome Sears 

- Public Works – resumed normal routes on Monday 9/30 additionally we opened 
the convenience center for the entire week, and we strategically placed all the 
dumpsters we had throughout the county.  Also opened up an account in 
Hillsville at the Solid Waste site so residents could take their trash there for free 

- FEMA – Second place in Virginia to open a Disaster Recovery Center – how that 
happens is Paul/Phillip and Megan are talking to counterparts non-stop, I get the 
office space we make it easy for them to open up and all the VIP tours we 
effectively communicate the need  and it gets done – we are meeting with them 
daily and hope is to open an one stop shop for agriculture – last I heard we have 
over 600 claims with FEMA but I am sure there are more and we need to get the 
word out 

- Sarah and I set up an emergency relief fund and we currently have about 19k 
collected which will be distributed out to our citizens with needs 

 



- I don’t want to get ahead of myself but I was contacted by a foundation and 
after some long discussion and memos I am confident we will receive funding 
around 100k which we will distribute those funds equitably across our nine fire 
and rescue departments and we know of needs at Grant Grange, Whitetop 
Community Center and several of our local food banks 

- Staff- lot of county staff helped in multiple roles – Keith and Dillon worked non-
stop on supplies/Jada/Tracy assisted with helplines and supplies/Allen was in all 
weekend cleaning up 

- Constitutional Officers – our clerk of the Court Renee Nester was here non-stop 
until the courthouse opened along with the Treasurer Sarah Has Trimble who 
has continued to volunteer in various roles. 

- Once we settle down, staff will start the After-Action Report and I expect we will 
have multiple lessons learned, understand what went well and what went 
wrong.  I will present that report to the BoS and make it available to anyone who 
is interested.  Our mindset going forward will continue to be plan, execute then 
assess and as always there are things we will find that we could have done 
better.  Nothing ever goes perfectly in tragedy but if we don’t learn lessons then 
that’s when failure really takes place.   

- From the bottom of my heart thanks to all our emergency services, staff, 
volunteer organizations and all those that participated in serving our citizens 
including our Board of Supervisors who have not stopped since this started.  I am 
indebted to you for your service to our community.   

 
IN RE:  REPORTS, PRESENTATION(S) OR REQUEST(S) 
 
Mr. Kevin Spurlin, Ag & Natural Resources Agent gave the following update regarding 
the Ag-Focused Recovery Efforts following Hurricane Helene: 

- $70M annually in production in the Ag community 
- VA Coop Ext. is mandated to do damage assessment 
- Phase I – begin damage assessment – worked with USDA, New River Southwest 

Conservation District to come up with numbers to send into the state  
- Damage assessment is estimated at $125M with Grayson County making up 46% 

(just under $58M) to the farm sector with a little over 600+ farms affected 100% 
(damaged/destroyed fences, debris removal, loss of produce/goods/feed 
(corn/hay) and livestock losses (cattle/horses) 

- Phase 2 – teams of agents visiting with farmers; Virginia Cattleman’s Association 
has donated a portable coral; Vaughan Basset has donated a facility to store 
supplies/feed; ton of out-pouring support; need to get the word out; served 28 
people today. 

- Mental aspect to this will be great – a lot of people are hurting – media requests 
and trying to tell our story so we’re not forgotten – regional effort to donate 
funds has been set up – will need funds to cleanup and rebuild 

- Reach out to his team to let them know need 
 



Mr. Brandon Reeves, Executive Director of the Virginia Cattleman’s Association spoke: 
- Complimented Mr. Spurlin and his team on the work they are doing 
- Talking with state officials weekly and others 
- Important to give support 
- Foundation through the Cattleman’s Association has been set up for donations 

and to raise money with 100% going to the local counties with a benefit auction 
that will be taking place soon 

- Wants to support and help  
- Want to tell our story to the people in DC and Richmond and will help in any way 

to get the county all the help possible to rebuild  
Mr. Spurlin noted that part of the Disaster Recovery Response they have set up a “tag-
team” response and Mrs. Lyndsie Young will be the point of contact for people to call 
and share needs, whether it’s hay, coral, or whatever and Mr. Spurlin coordinating the 
donations and getting those to the people in need.  Supervisor Ivey noted how 
important it is to have an Extension Agent in rural ag communities and thanked Mr. 
Spurlin and his team for all their hard work. 
 
Mr. Christian D. Barnard, Grayson County GIS Analyst gave the following GIS 
presentation: 

- What is GIS – Geographic Information System – any type of map that contains 
data that is on the computer and walked the Board through the GIS link for the 
County explaining the different screens and information that can be found on 
each one. 

- Noted that the “box” on the side of the screen is information that comes from 
the property card which is housed in the Commissioner of Revenue’s office – 
currently we don’t have the ability to link the property card to GIS yet – the 
Commissioner of Revenue is investing in an updated system and hopefully be up 
and running early next year. 

- 500 unmatched properties when Mr. Barnard started with the County; currently 
there are 26 that are unmatched 

- Grayson County updates our GIS monthly unlike other counties that only update 
once per year – once property sells, changes are made and then the GIS is 
updated 

Supervisor Cornett noted that the GIS has been much improved since Mr. Barnard 
began with the County. 
 
The Board took a recess at 6:50pm and reconvened at 6:57pm. 
 
Mr. Stephen A. Boyer, County Administrator spoke regarding River Parcels: 

- Noted that the County has 5 dumpsters with more being requested from the 
State – will talk to Mr. Luper about placing a dumpster on the river.  

 
 
 



IN RE:  OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
IN RE:  NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Resolution – Declaration of Emergency Due to Hurricane Helene 

Mr. Boyer noted that this is the last thing that needs to be completed – reading of the 
Resolution (listed below) was waived – Supervisor Hash made a motion to approve the 
Resolution for the Declaration of Emergency; duly seconded by Supervisor Tomlinson.  
Roll call vote as follows:  Michael S. Hash – aye; Mitchell D. Cornett – aye; Mary 
Dickenson Tomlinson – aye; R. Brantley Ivey – aye. 

 

 

 



 Building Permit Fee Waiver & Zoning Permit Fee Waiver 
 

Mr. Boyer noted he’s recommending a waiver of fees for all building permits for repairs 
associated with the recent hurricane for all residential/commercial construction projects 
along with waiver of fees for zoning permit fees.  Supervisor Tomlinson made a motion 
to waive the building permit fee and the zoning permit fee in the wake of Hurricane 
Helene; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.  Motion carried 4-0 
 
IN RE:  INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
As presented. 
 
IN RE:  REGISTERED SPEAKER(S) AND PUBLIC COMMENT(S) 
 

- Mary Young of Battlefield Dr/Independence/Va – thanked the Board for all their 
hard work and efforts during the hurricane – never seen anything like this before 
– fortunate to have great neighbors – important not to dwell on the damage 

- Dwight Taylor of Homeplace Ln/Troutdale/Va – apologized to Supervisor Cornett 
for the way he spoke to them – spoke about generators and read an email 

- Hank Dunken – no show 
- Susan Mitchell of Wilson Hwy/Mouth of Wilson/Va – thanked the Board – also 

noted that students/teachers/staff/Food Independence – also thanked 
Supervisor Ivey for opening his home for their mother’s funeral service 

- Kevin Spurlin noted that Virginia Cooperative Extension has a resource page, 
ext.vt.edu and search for Hurricane Helene and you can find a lot of information 
other than ag 

- Beth Schmid of Wilson Hwy/Mouth of Wilson/Va – thanked everyone for all 
they’ve done – thanked Supervisor Tomlinson for all her Facebook posts and 
thanked Supervisor Ivey for opening his home for their mother’s funeral service 

- Tim Winters of Gold Hill Rd/Mouth of Wilson/VA – spoke on the generators and 
would like to know why they were taken away when it was specified they were 
being donated to a certain area. 

 
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ TIME 
 
Supervisor Hash thanked everyone who reached out to help their neighbors – saw lots 
of folks working together – thanked God’s Pit Crew, State Agencies, Federal Agencies – 
overwhelming to see everyone come together – Administration response was very 
professional – so many people to thank in Providence District – pray for all those 
affected – local food banks lost frozen foods, consider donating to those – thankful for 
the Tri-Area Health Pharmacy in Fries. 
 
Supervisor Cornett spoke on the generator issue feels that since all the communications 
were down, there was a lot of miscommunication – feels EMS was looking out for the 



County  and those that needed help immediately – true character of the County came 
out during/after the hurricane, everyone came together – fire/rescue really stepped up 
along with AEP, VDOT, State/Federal agencies – looking forward to rebuild – continue to 
pray for everyone 
 
Supervisor Tomlinson quoted Psalms 46: 1 & 2 and Matthew 22: 36-40 – saw more of 
love thy neighbor in the past 2 weeks than in my life – all supervisors pitched in and 
covered territories whether it was ours or not – Mr. Boyer is a driving force for our 
county – thanked the different agencies involved in helping us along with Paul Hoyle, 
Phillip Adams and Megan Barnes who are essential to our county and DOC, VDOT, AEP, 
and so many others. 
 
Supervisor Ivey noted that we were hit hard but we are blessed – thanked State/Federal  
leaders/agencies, County staff and Steve Boyer for his leadership – thanked Grayson 
County citizens for their compassion, volunteerism and dedication to their communities. 
 
IN RE:  CLOSED SESSION 
 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to enter into closed session pursuant to §2.2-
3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to discuss personnel matter; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Hash. 
 
Supervisor Hash made the motion to come out of closed session; duly seconded by 
Supervisor Tomlinson.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Whereas, the Grayson County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed session on 
the 10th day of October 2024, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in 
accordance with provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and 
 
Whereas, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Board of 
Supervisors that such closed session was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Board of Supervisors hereby certifies that, to the 
best of each member’s knowledge, (I) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed session to 
which this certification resolution applies, and (II) only such public business matters as 
were identified in the motion convening the closed session were heard, discussed or 
considered by the Board of Supervisors with recorded confirmation from members as 
follows:  R. Brantley Ivey – I so certify; Michael S. Hash – I so certify; Mary Dickenson 
Tomlinson – I so certify; and Mitchell D. Cornett – I so certify. 
 
 
 
 



IN RE:  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Supervisor Cornett made the motion to adjourn; duly seconded by Supervisor Hash.   
Motion carried 4-0. 
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